Hepatitis C project
The practice is actively involved with a national NHS project, screening for Hepatitis C infection in patients that may have had an increased risk of catching the infection in the past (which may include a history of drug misuse, historic blood transfusions, homelessness, history of other certain types of infections, or close contact with other at risk group of people, or with the sharing of tattoo needles etc), but who have never been tested for it. Therefore, it is a screening project to confirm or exclude the infection in these patients by arranging for patients to test themselves at home. This NHS project has shown that the practice as over 1000 patients that could have potentially been at an increased risk of exposure to the Hepatitis C infection in the past. Certain recorded medical codes or at-risk groups will be included in the medical searches looking for the Hepatitis C at risk group of patients. There has been no ‘at risk of Hepatitis C’ code that has been added to any patients records in relation to this NHS project. There can be certain errors with recorded medical codes that can include patients that are at low risk for ever having been exposed to Hepatitis C.  If you have been incorrectly included in the resulting search group of patients or if you feel that you are at a very low risk of ever have been exposed to Hepatitis C, then please do not contact the practice to inform us, all you have to do is ignore the text message that was sent to you.
The nationwide NHS project has provided more detailed information on this home Hepatitis C testing project, and you can review this by visiting the following website: https://www.hepctrust.org.uk/about-hep-c/risks-and-causes/
If you have never been tested and would like to be tested, you can order a free NHS home testing kit from here: https://hepctest.nhs.uk/ref/syopc

